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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to Application filed 3/15/01, which has been fully 
considered. 

2. Claims 1-32 are presented for examination. 

3. This Action is non-Final. 

Claim Objections 



4. Claims 21 and 25 are objected to because of the following informalities: line 4 of 
the claims recites "the method comprising" where it should recite -a method 
comprising—. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Specifically, it is not clear how the term 
"web site" is being used in the claims. Neither the specification nor the claims 
provides a clear definition for the term "web site." Therefore, the Examiner is unable 
determine whether the term "web site" is being used to indicate a specific domain, a 
portion of a domain, a single server or multiple servers. As understood by one of 
ordinary skill in the art, the term "web site" is commonly used to refer to a domain 
name or a path within a domain name (e.g. a url), wherein the domain name is further 
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hosted by (e.g. resides on) a server. However, a single server may host multiple web 
sites and a single web site may also reside on multiple servers. It is therefore further 
not clear whether the recited "web site" or "web sites" are being claimed as residing 
on a separate server or servers from the recited "server." For the purpose of applying 
prior art, the Examiner finds that the term "web site" in its broadest sense may 
reasonably be interpreted as a single web page or path within a domain. The 
Examiner further interprets that the recited "web site" or "web sites" may reside on 
either the same server or separate server(s) and meet the limitation of the claims. 

Moreover, it is unclear how a web site is itself capable of performing the steps of 
defining requirements, generating a web document or communicating with a client. 
As understood by one of ordinary skill in the art, these steps are actually performed 
by the server(s) on which the web site resides (e.g. is hosted). For the purpose of 
applying prior art, the Examiner interprets that these steps are performed by the 
server(s) on which the web site(s) resides. 
7. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Specifically, the last paragraph of claims 1, 
9 and 14 recite that the client and web site "can" transmit certain information. The 
use of the term "can" renders the claims indefinite because it does not require that the 
steps are actually performed. In contrast, "can" merely suggests that the client and 
website are capable of performing the steps. Therefore, it is not clear to the 
Examiner whether the recited steps are actually being claimed. The Examiner notes 
that any network capable of communicating information between a web site (e.g. the 
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host server) and a client would also be capable of performing the recited steps. For 
the purpose of applying prior art, the Examiner interprets that the recited steps are not 
limitations on the claims. 

8. As dependent claims, claims 2-8, 10-13 and 15-20 suffer from the same 
deficiencies as claims 1, 9 and 14. 

9. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Specifically, it is not clear what is meant by 
"assisting the server" as recited in line 6. It appears that the server is actually 
assisting the client by performing the recited function. For the purpose of applying 
prior art, very little patentable weight will be given to the phrase "assisting the 
server." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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11. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Montulli 
(US 5,862,242) (hereinafter Montulli). 

12. As for claims 1,14 and 15 Montulli discloses a server that provides cookies 
associated with web sites for a client, a method for generating for the client one or 
more cookies associated with a web site based on requirements defined by the web 
site such that the web site can generate a web document that has been customized for 
the client, the method comprising the following: 

transmitting a cookie list to the client, the cookie list including entries associated 
with web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
said web sites to the client (col. 7, line 61- col. 8, line 19, "A particular 
embodiment... can be used."; col. 9, lines 53-63, "When a client system... the HTTP 
request."); 

receiving information from the client indicating that the client is accessing a 
particular one of the web sites (col. 6, lines 2-15, "To access an. ..selected the 
hyperlink."); 

accessing cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies 
for the particular web site (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention. . .the state 
information."; col. 7, line 61 - col. 9, line 17, "A particular embodiment... described 
format."; col. 1 1, lines 12-49, "Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."); 

generating one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based on 
the accessed cookie requirement information (col. 7, line 61 - col. 9, line 17, "A 
particular embodiment... described format."; col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."); and 
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transmitting the one or more cookies to the client such that the client can transmit 
the one or more cookies to the web site and such that the web site can thereafter 
transmit to the client a customized web document that has been generated using the 
one or more cookies (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention... the state 
information."; col. 7, lines 50-59, "This extension of http. . .is later accessed."; col. 11, 
lines 12-49, "Assume that all. ..ROCKET LAUNCHERJ."). 

13. As for claim 2, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
information received from the client includes a request for one or more cookies 
corresponding to the particular web site (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present 
invention... the state information."). 

14. As for claim 3, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising, for at least some of the web sites in the cookie list, receiving the cookie 
requirement information from an administrator of the web site (Although Montulli 
does not explicitly use the term "administrator," the Examiner finds that this 
limitation is inherent for configuring the system.). 

15. As for claims 4 and 16, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 1, wherein 
generating one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based on the 
accessed cookie requirement information comprises generating one or more cookies 
associated with the particular web site based on the accessed cookie requirement 
information and based on user specific information (col. 7, line 61 - col. 9, line 17, 
"A particular embodiment. . .described format."; col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ "). 
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16. As for claims 5 and 17, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claims 4 and 16, 
further comprising the following: 

receiving an indication that a user situation has changed (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The 
present invention... the state information."); and 

changing the user specific information to reflect the change in the user situation 
(col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."). 

17. As for claims 6 and 18, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claims 1 and 14, 
further comprising storing the one or more generated cookies so as to be accessible to 
the server (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."). 

18. As for claims 7 and 19, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claims 6 and 18, 
further comprising the following: 

receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the particular 
web site (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."; col. 1 1, 
lines 12-49, "Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHER_1 ,"); 

transmitting the one or more stored cookies to the client in response to subsequent 
indication, rather than regenerating the one or more cookies (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The 
present invention... the state information."; col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."). 

19. As for claim 9, Montulli discloses a server that provides cookies associated with 
web sites for a client, a method for generating for the client one or more cookies 
associated with a web site based on requirements defined by the web site such that the 
web site can generate a web document that has been customized for the client, the 
method comprising the following: 
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using client information to generate one or more cookies tailored to the 
information required by a particular web site that the client is to access (col. 7, line 61 
- col. 9, line 17, "A particular embodiment... described format."; col. 11, lines 12-49, 
"Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERl ."); and 

transmitting the one or more cookies to the client such that the client can transmit 
the one or more cookies to the web site and such that the web site can thereafter 
transmit to the client a customized web document that has been generated using the 
one or more cookies (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention. . .the state 
information."; col. 7, lines 50-59, "This extension of http...is later accessed."; col. 11, 
lines 12-49, "Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHER l ."). 
20. As for claim 10, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 9, wherein using 
client information to generate one or more cookies tailored to the information 
required by a web site that the client is to access comprises the following: 

transmitting a cookie list to the client, the cookie list including entries associated 
with web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
said web sites to the client (col. 7, line 61- col. 8, line 19, "A particular 
embodiment. . .can be used."; col. 9, lines 53-63, "When a client system. . .the HTTP 
request."); 

receiving information from the client indicating that the client is accessing a 
particular one of the web sites (col. 6, lines 2-15, "To access an. . .selected the 
hyperlink."); 

accessing cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies 
for the particular web site (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention. . .the state 
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information."; col. 7, line 61 - col. 9, line 17, "A particular embodiment... described 
format."; col 1 1, lines 12-49, "Assume that all... ROCKET LAUNCHERJ."); 

generating one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based on 
the accessed cookie requirement information (col. 7, line 61 - col. 9, line 17, "A 
particular embodiment... described format."; col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."). 

21 . As for claim 11, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 9, further 
comprising storing the one or more generated cookies so as to be accessible to the 
server (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."). 

22. As for claim 12, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 1 1, further 
comprising the following: 

receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the particular 
web site (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."; col. 11, 
lines 12-49, "Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."); 

transmitting the one or more stored cookies to the client in response to subsequent 
indication, rather than regenerating the one or more cookies (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The 
present invention... the state information."; col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."). 

23. As for claims 8, 13 and 20, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claims 1, 9 
and 14, further comprising the following: 

receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the particular 
web site (col. 8, lines 20-36, "The 'expires' attribute... in volatile memory."; col. 9, 
lines 32-52, "Servers should not... change a cookie."); 
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regenerating the one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based 
on the accessed cookie requirement information (col. 8, lines 20-36, "The 'expires' 
attribute... in volatile memory."; col. 9, lines 32-52, "Servers should not... change a 
cookie.' 5 ); and 

transmitting the one or more regenerated cookies to the client (col. 8, lines 20-36, 
"The 'expires' attribute... in volatile memory."; col. 9, lines 32-52, "Servers should 
not. . .change a cookie."). 
24. As for claim 21, Montulli discloses a method in a client that is capable of 

communication with a server that provides, to the client, cookies associated with web 
sites and, the client further being capable of communicating with the web sites, a 
method of obtaining a customized web document from a web site using one or more 
cookies generated by the server, the method comprising the following: 

receiving a cookie list from the server, the cookie list including entries associated 
with the web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
the web site to the client (col. 7, line 61- col. 8, line 19, "A particular 
embodiment... can be used.": col. 9 5 lines 53-63, "When a client system... the HTTP 
request."); 

initiating a connection to a particular web site (col. 6, lines 2-15, "To access 
an. . .selected the hyperlink."); 

determining that the particular web site is associated with an entry in the cookie 
list (col. 9, lines 53-64, "When a client system. . .the HTTP request."); 

requesting, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."); and 
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receiving, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular web 
site, the one or more received cookies having been generated by the server based on 
cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies for the 
particular web site (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention... the state 
information. 5 '; col. 7, lines 50-59, "This extension of http.. .is later accessed. 55 ; col. 1 1, 
lines 12-49, "Assume that all... ROCKET LAUNCHERl ."). 

25. As for claim 22, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 21, further 
comprising the following: 

transmitting the one or more received cookies to the particular web site (col. 7, 
lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information. 55 ; col. 1 1, lines 12-49, 
"Assume that all... ROCKET LAUNCHER l ."); and 

receiving from the web site a customized web document that has been generated 
at the web site using the one or more received cookie (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The 
present invention... the state information. 55 ; col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ . 55 ). 

26. As for claim 23, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
acts of requesting the one or more cookies and receiving the one or more cookies are 
conducted without the client transmitting to the server any client information that is to 
be included in the one or more cookies (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present 
invention... the state information. 55 ). 

27. As for claim 24, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 21, wherein 
accessing the particular web site is being conducted for the first time, such that 
receiving the one or more cookies is conducted as the client accesses the particular 
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web site for the first time (col. 6, lines 2-15, "To access an... selected the hyperlink."; 
col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."). 

28. As for claim 25, Montulli discloses a method in a client that is capable of 
communication with a server that provides, to the client, cookies associated with web 
sites and, the client further being capable of communicating with the web sites, a 
method of obtaining a customized web document from a web site using one or more 
cookies generated by the server, the method comprising the following: 

assisting the server so that if the client is to access a particular web site, the server 
transmits to the client one or more cookies associated with the web site (col. 7, lines 
17-32, "The present invention... the state information."); and 

receiving, from the server, the one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site, the one or more received cookies having been generated by the server based 
on cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies for the 
particular web site (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention... the state 
information."; col. 7, lines 50-59, "This extension of http. . .is later accessed."; col. 11, 
lines 12-49, "Assume that all.. .ROCKET LAUNCHER_1 ."). 

29. As for claim 26, Montulli discloses a method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
accessing the particular web site is being conducted for the first time, such that 
receiving the one or more cookies is conducted as the client accesses the particular 
web site for the first time (col. 6, lines 2-15, "To access an... selected the hyperlink."; 
col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."). 

30. As for claim 27, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising the following: 
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transmitting the one or more received cookies to the particular web site (col. 7, 
lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."; col. 11, lines 12-49, 
"Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERl ."); and 

receiving from the web site a customized web document that has been generated 
at the web site using the one or more received cookie (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The 
present invent ion... the state information."; col. 1 1, lines 12-49, "Assume that 
all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERl ."). 

31. As for claim 28, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
assisting the server further comprises the following: 

receiving a cookie list from the server, the cookie list including entries associated 
with the web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
the web site to the client (col. 7, line 61- col. 8, line 19, "A particular 
embodiment., .can be used."; col. 9, lines 53-63, "When a client system... the HTTP 
request."); 

initiating a connection to a particular web site, determining that the particular web 
site is associated with an entry in the cookie list (col. 6, lines 2-15. "To access 
an... selected the hyperlink."); and 

requesting, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site (col 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."). 

32. As for claim 29, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
requesting the one or more cookies and receiving the one or more cookies are 
conducted without the client transmitting to the server any client information that is to 
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be included in the one or more cookies (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present 
invention... the state information. 5 '). 
33. As for claim 30, Montulli discloses a computer program product for use in a client 
that is configured to communicate with a server that is to provide, to the client, 
cookies associated with web sites and, the client further being capable of 
communicating with the web sites, the computer program product for implementing a 
method of obtaining a customized web document from a web site using one or more 
cookies generated by the server, the computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having stored thereon computer executable instructions 
for implementing the following: 

detecting the receipt of a cookie list from the server, the cookie list including 
entries associated with web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies 
associated with the web site to the client (col. 7, line 61- col. 8, line 19, "A particular 
embodiment. . .can be used."; col. 9, lines 53-63, "When a client system. . .the HTTP 
request."); 

initiating a connection to a particular web site (col. 6, lines 2-15, "To access 
an. . .selected the hyperlink."); 

determining that the particular web site is associated with an entry in the cookie 
list (col. 9, lines 53-64, "When a client system... the HTTP request."); 

requesting, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."); and 

detecting the receipt, from the server, of one or more cookies associated with the 
particular web site, the one or more received cookies having been generated by the 
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server based on cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of 
cookies for the particular web site (col. 7, lines 16-32, "The present invention. . .the 
state information."; col. 7, lines 50-59, "This extension of http...is later accessed."; 
col. 11, lines 12-49, "Assume that all.. .ROCKET LAUNCHERl ."). 

34. As for claim 31, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 30, wherein the 
computer-readable medium comprises a physical storage medium (col. 4, line 58 - 
col. 5, line 12, "Fig. IB shows. ..and 135 respectively."). 

35. As for claim 32, Montulli discloses the method as recited in claim 30, further 
comprising the following: 

causing the one or more received cookies to be transmitted to the particular web 
site (col. 7, lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."; col. 11, lines 
12-49, "Assume that all... ROCKET LAUNCHER l ."); and 

detecting the receipt, from the particular web site, of a customized web document 
that has been generated at the web site using the one or more received cookies (col. 7, 
lines 17-32, "The present invention... the state information."; col. 11, lines 12-49, 
"Assume that all. . .ROCKET LAUNCHERJ ."). 

36. Claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-19 and 21-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Callaghan et al. (US 2002/0007317 Al) (hereinafter Callaghan). 

37. As for claims 1,14 and 15 Callaghan discloses a server that provides cookies 
associated with web sites for a client, a method for generating for the client one or 
more cookies associated with a web site based on requirements defined by the web 
site such that the web site can generate a web document that has been customized for 
the client, the method comprising the following: 
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transmitting a cookie list to the client, the cookie list including entries associated 
with web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
said web sites to the client (paragraph 0008, "When searching the. . . 
' shipping.crate.acme.com 5 ."; paragraph 0022, "In yet another example... range of 
Uniform Resource Locators."); 

receiving information from the client indicating that the client is accessing a 
particular one of the web sites (paragraph 0048, "In accordance with. . .and the 
server."); 

accessing cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies 
for the particular web site (paragraphs 0051-0053, "Depicted in Fig. 2. . .with that 
URL."); 

generating one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based on 
the accessed cookie requirement information (paragraphs 0053-0054, "Although the 
request. . . Cookie : state=state 1 ."); and 

transmitting the one or more cookies to the client such that the client can transmit 
the one or more cookies to the web site and such that the web site can thereafter 
transmit to the client a customized web document that has been generated using the 
one or more cookies (paragraph 0055, "The request with... via response 214."; 
paragraph 0059, In particular. . .in 308."). 
38. As for claim 2, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
information received from the client includes a request for one or more cookies 
corresponding to the particular web site (paragraph 0052, "Continuing with the. . .in 
its entirety."). 
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39. As for claim 3, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising, for at least some of the web sites in the cookie list, receiving the cookie 
requirement information from an administrator of the web site (Although Callaghan 
does not explicitly use the term "administrator," the Examiner finds that this 
limitation is inherent for establishing the initial relationships stored in the state table. 
See, for example, paragraph 0053, "Although the request. . . with that URL."). 

40. As for claims 4 and 16, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 1, 
wherein generating one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based 
on the accessed cookie requirement information comprises generating one or more 
cookies associated with the particular web site based on the accessed cookie 
requirement information and based on user specific information (paragraphs 0053- 
0054, "Although the request... Cookie:state=statel"). 

41 . As for claims 5 and 17, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claims 4 and 
16, further comprising the following: 

receiving an indication that a user situation has changed (paragraphs 0019-0022, 
In one embodiment... Uniform Resource Locators."); and 

changing the user specific information to reflect the change in the user situation 
(paragraphs 0019-0022, In one embodiment... Uniform Resource Locators."). 

42. As for claims 6 and 18, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claims 1 and 
14, further comprising storing the one or more generated cookies so as to be 
accessible to the server (paragraph 0053, "Although the request. . .with that URL."). 

43. As for claims 7 and 19, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claims 6 and 
18, further comprising the following: 
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receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the particular 
web site (paragraphs 0053-0054, "Although the request... Cookie:state=statel."); 

transmitting the one or more stored cookies to the client in response to subsequent 
indication, rather than regenerating the one or more cookies (Note, because the proxy 
server stores the state information [e.g. cookie] in a local state table, it will inherently 
perform this step.; paragraphs 0053-0054, "Although the 
request. . .Cookie :state=statel ."). 

44. As for claim 9, Callaghan discloses a server that provides cookies associated with 
web sites for a client, a method for generating for the client one or more cookies 
associated with a web site based on requirements defined by the web site such that the 
web site can generate a web document that has been customized for the client, the 
method comprising the following: 

using client information to generate one or more cookies tailored to the 
information required by a particular web site that the client is to access (paragraphs 
0051-0054, "Depicted in Fig. 2... Cookie: state=statel."); and 

transmitting the one or more cookies to the client such that the client can transmit 
the one or more cookies to the web site and such that the web site can thereafter 
transmit to the client a customized web document that has been generated using the 
one or more cookies (paragraph 0055, "The request with... via response 214."). 

45. As for claim 10, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 9, wherein 
using client information to generate one or more cookies tailored to the information 
required by a web site that the client is to access comprises the following: 
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transmitting a cookie list to the client, the cookie list including entries associated 
with web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
said web sites to the client (paragraph 008, "When searching the. . . 
'shipping.crate.acme.comV 5 ; paragraph 0022, "In yet another example... range of 
Uniform Resource Locators. 55 ); 

receiving information from the client indicating that the client is accessing a 
particular one of the web sites (paragraph 0048, "In accordance with... and the 
server."); 

accessing cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies 
for the particular web site (paragraphs 0051-0053, "Depicted in Fig. 2... with that 
URL.' 5 ); 

generating one or more cookies associated with the particular web site based on 
the accessed cookie requirement information (paragraphs 0053-0054, "Although the 
request. . .Cookie :state=statel ."). 

46. As for claim 11, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 9, further 
comprising storing the one or more generated cookies so as to be accessible to the 
server (paragraph 0053, "Although the request. . .with that URL. 55 ). 

47. As for claim 12, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 11, further 
comprising the following: 

receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the particular 
web site (paragraphs 0053-0054, "Although the request... Cookie:state=statel. 5 '); 

transmitting the one or more stored cookies to the client in response to subsequent 
indication, rather than regenerating the one or more cookies (Note, because the proxy 
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server stores the state information [e.g. cookie] in a local state table, it will inherently 
perform this step.; paragraphs 0053-0054, "Although the 
request. . . Cookie :state=statel ."). 
48. As for claim 21, Callaghan discloses a method in a client that is capable of 

communication with a server that provides, to the client, cookies associated with web 
sites and, the client further being capable of communicating with the web sites, a 
method of obtaining a customized web document from a web site using one or more 
cookies generated by the server, the method comprising the following: 

receiving a cookie list from the server, the cookie list including entries associated 
with the web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
the web site to the client (paragraph 008, "When searching the. . . 
'shipping.crate.acme.com'."; paragraph 0022, "In yet another example... range of 
Uniform Resource Locators."); 

initiating a connection to a particular web site (paragraph 0048, "In accordance 
with... and the server."; paragraph 0052, "Continuing with the... in its entirety."); 

determining that the particular web site is associated with an entry in the cookie 
list (paragraph 008, "When searching the... 'shipping.crate.acme.com'."; paragraph 
0022, "In yet another example. . .range of Uniform Resource Locators."; paragraph 
0053, "Although the request. . .with that URL."); 

requesting, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site (paragraph 0052, "Continuing with the... in its entirety."); and 

receiving, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular web 
site, the one or more received cookies having been generated by the server based on 
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cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies for the 
particular web site (paragraphs 005 1-0053, "Depicted in Fig. 2. . .with that URL."). 

49. As for claim 22, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 21, further 
comprising the following: 

transmitting the one or more received cookies to the particular web site 
(paragraph 0014, "As an example... contain the cookie."); and 

receiving from the web site a customized web document that has been generated 
at the web site using the one or more received cookie (paragraph 0055, "The request 
with the. . .via response 214."). 

50. As for claim 23, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 21, wherein 
the acts of requesting the one or more cookies and receiving the one or more cookies 
are conducted without the client transmitting to the server any client information that 
is to be included in the one or more cookies (paragraphs 0051-0053, "Depicted in Fig. 
2... with that URL."). 

51. As for claim 24, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 21, wherein 
accessing the particular web site is being conducted for the first time, such that 
receiving the one or more cookies is conducted as the client accesses the particular 
web site for the first time (paragraphs 0051-0053, "Depicted in Fig. 2. ..with that 
URL."). 

52. As for claim 25, Callaghan discloses a method in a client that is capable of 
communication with a server that provides, to the client, cookies associated with web 
sites and, the client further being capable of communicating with the web sites, a 
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method of obtaining a customized web document from a web site using one or more 
cookies generated by the server, the method comprising the following: 

assisting the server so that if the client is to access a particular web site, the server 
transmits to the client one or more cookies associated with the web site (paragraphs 
0057-0059, "Similar to Fig. 2... in 308."); and 

receiving, from the server, the one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site, the one or more received cookies having been generated by the server based 
on cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of cookies for the 
particular web site (paragraph 0059, In particular... in 308. "). 

53. As for claim 26, Callaghan discloses a method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
accessing the particular web site is being conducted for the first time, such that 
receiving the one or more cookies is conducted as the client accesses the particular 
web site for the first time (paragraphs 0057-0059, "Similar to Fig. 2. . . in 308."). 

54. As for claim 27, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising the following: 

transmitting the one or more received cookies to the particular web site 
(paragraph 0014, "As an example... contain the cookie."); and 

receiving from the web site a customized web document that has been generated 
at the web site using the one or more received cookie (paragraph 0055, "The request 
with the. . .via response 214."). 

55. As for claim 28, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
assisting the server further comprises the following: 
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receiving a cookie list from the server, the cookie list including entries associated 
with the web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies associated with 
the web site to the client (paragraph 008, "When searching the. . . 
4 shipping.crate.acme.com'."; paragraph 0022, "In yet another example... range of 
Uniform Resource Locators."); 

initiating a connection to a particular web site, determining that the particular web 
site is associated with an entry in the cookie list (paragraph 0048, "In accordance 
with... and the server."); and 

requesting, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site (paragraph 0052, "Continuing with the... in its entirety."; paragraph 0058, 
"Browser 300 sends... at 306."). 

56. As for claim 29, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
requesting the one or more cookies and receiving the one or more cookies are 
conducted without the client transmitting to the server any client information that is to 
be included in the one or more cookies (paragraphs 0057-0059, "Similar to Fig. 2. . . 
in 308."). 

57. As for claim 30, Callaghan discloses a computer program product for use in a 
client that is configured to communicate with a server that is to provide, to the client, 
cookies associated with web sites and, the client further being capable of 
communicating with the web sites, the computer program product for implementing a 
method of obtaining a customized web document from a web site using one or more 
cookies generated by the server, the computer program product comprising a 
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computer readable medium having stored thereon computer executable instructions 
for implementing the following: 

detecting the receipt of a cookie list from the server, the cookie list including 
entries associated with web sites, wherein the server is capable of providing cookies 
associated with the web site to the client (paragraph 008, "When searching the. . . 
'shipping.crate.acme.com 5 . 55 ; paragraph 0022, "In yet another example... range of 
Uniform Resource Locators. 5 '); 

initiating a connection to a particular web site (paragraph 0058, "Browser 300 
sends. . .described at 306. 55 ); 

determining that the particular web site is associated with an entry in the cookie 
list (paragraph 008, "When searching the... ' shipping.crate.acme.com 5 . 5 '; paragraph 
0022, "In yet another example... range of Uniform Resource Locators. 55 ; paragraph 
0060, "Subsequently, the browser... the proxy server. 55 ); 

requesting, from the server, one or more cookies associated with the particular 
web site (paragraph 0058, "Browser 300 sends... described at 306. 5 '); and 

detecting the receipt, from the server, of one or more cookies associated with the 
particular web site, the one or more received cookies having been generated by the 
server based on cookie requirement information specifying the requirements of 
cookies for the particular web site (paragraph 0059, "In particular. . .designated in 
308. 55 ). 

58. As for claim 3 1 , Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 30, wherein 
the computer-readable medium comprises a physical storage medium (paragraph 
0046, "Computer system... further below. 5 '). 
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59. As for claim 32, Callaghan discloses the method as recited in claim 30, further 
comprising the following: 

causing the one or more received cookies to be transmitted to the particular web 
site (paragraph 0014, "As an example. ..contain the cookie."); and 

detecting the receipt, from the particular web site, of a customized web document 
that has been generated at the web site using the one or more received cookies 
(paragraph 0055, "Thus, proxy server... response 214."). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

60. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

61 . Claims 8, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Callaghan in view of Montulli (US 5,826,242). 

62. As for claims 8, 13 and 20, although arguably inherent, Callaghan does not 
specifically disclose regenerating the one or more cookies associated with a particular 
web site upon receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the 
particular web site. Montulli teaches regenerating one or more cookies associated 
with a particular web site upon receiving a subsequent indication that the client is 
again accessing the particular web site in order to replace one or more cookies that 
have expired or have been deleted (col. 8, lines 20-36, "The 'expires 5 attribute... in 
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volatile memory."; col. 9, lines 32-52, "Servers should not... change a cookie."). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Callaghan by regenerating one or more cookies associated with a particular 
web site upon receiving a subsequent indication that the client is again accessing the 
particular web site in order to replace one or more cookies that have expired or have 
- been deleted, as taught by Montulli above. 



Conclusion 

63. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 2003/0040958 Al, note Fig. 3 and abstract; US 
2002/0112154 Al, note background; US 6,189,000 Bl, note use of cookies for 
tracking user access information; US 2002/0133719 Al, note Fig. 1; US 6,539,424 
Bl, note Fig. 4; US 6,490,601 Bl, note use of cookies for storing session information; 
US 6,424,981 Bl, note use of cookies to customize web documents and storage of 
cookies on a server; WO 01/01280, note central server for sharing of information 
between domains. 

64. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron C Perez-Daple whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4897. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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